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DARLING RANGE — POLICE 

397. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Why will the Premier not be open and transparent to the people of Darling Range 
about exactly how many police have been cut from the region, taken off the streets and placed behind desks to 
man 24/7 police stations? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I have just heard the Minister for Police advise me there has been no cut to policing numbers in Darling Range. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: We will hold you to that! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You hold me to that. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You don’t know what the truth is, anyway! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, I am always so terrified — 

The SPEAKER: Premier! Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: — of the cutting and incisive holding to account from the Leader of the Opposition; 
something I am very worried about. 

The truth is that the people of Darling Range were rightly concerned about how the law and order situation was 
being managed in Western Australia under the former government. Under this government, we are doing all those 
things I mentioned, a 24-hour police station in Armadale, a policing district based upon Armadale in the south east 
corridor, halving the size of the policing district and more intensive management of crime in that area. In the 
Armadale district and its surrounding areas we are putting in place the Target 120 program. It is designed to 
intervene in families when children are at a young age, to try to get them off the pathway to criminal behaviour. 
That will be a world-leading program; we are trialling it in Armadale and Bunbury. All those things—
a comprehensive approach to dealing with crime—are part of what this government is doing and the people of 
Darling Range will be the beneficiaries of that. 
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